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FINAL


OneGeology Steering Group 

Minutes of the Teleconference

26(27) November 2009

Members present:

Africa: Dr G Schneider – Director, Namibian Geological Survey and representing the Organisation of African Geological Surveys
Europe: Dr M Komac – Director, Geological Survey of Slovenia and representing EuroGeoSurveys

North America: Dr S Kimball – Associate Director for Geology, United States Geological Survey and representing Canada, USA and Mexico
Oceania: Prof A Malahoff – Chief Executive, Geological and Nuclear Sciences, New Zealand, and representing Oceania
Ex-Officio: CGMW: Dr Manuel Pubellier

OneGeology Secretariat: Ian Jackson (BGS), Francois Robida (BRGM) and Katy Booth (BGS)
Observer: John Broome (NRC Canada)
Apologies:
Asia: Dr H Kato – Director General of the Japanese Geological Survey and representative of CCOP

Ex-Officio: UNESCO: Dr R Missotten (and Dr Sarah Gaines); IUGS: Prof Alberto Riccardi

1. Introduction, Agenda, timing

1.1
All agreed the agenda with no changes. 
1.2
SK reported that she has now returned to her post of Associate Director for Geology and a new Director of the USGS, Dr Marcia McNutt, has been appointed. All agreed that they would wish to see SK maintain her position on the OneGeology Steering Group.
2. Outstanding actions list – Annex A (major actions were taken as specific items within the agenda)

2.1
The outstanding actions were reviewed as follows:

Action 1.21 – SK will forward the copies of the USGS MOU agreements to the OneGeology Secretariat for reference. ACTION: SK
Action 1.24 – RM is currently working on establishing closer relationships for OneGeology with UNESCO and GeoParks.

Action 1.28 – FR reported that the OneGeology portal links were acceptable to CGMW and there are no specific issues. This action was discharged.  

Action 1.32 – SK and AM will provide marine data to OneGeology as soon as possible. ACTION: SK, AM
Any other outstanding actions were taken as individual agenda items.

3. Brief progress update 

3.1 IJ provided a brief update on progress. OneGeology currently has 113 nations participating with over 40 serving data in the portal and others imminent. Some participants are now serving the more sophisticated WFS data in addition to WMS. 
3.2 MK provided a brief overview of the recent IYPE Lisbon event. OneGeology was mentioned throughout in numerous keynote presentations. MK presented OneGeology in the plenary session and the exhibition stand generated much interest and new contacts. 
3.3 IJ reported that the relationship between GEO/GEOSS and OneGeology is growing and recent meetings have been held with Robert Koopman of the GEO Secretariat to discuss future liaison and work. 
3.4 SK reported that OneGeology and OneGeology-Europe were also highly profiled at the recent GEO Plenary meetings and exhibition in Washington (17-19 Nov) where the initiative was used as an example of best practice.
3.5 FR provided a brief update on the technical aspects of OneGeology. New access using OGC standards to the OneGeology portal catalogue will be available early in the New Year. 
3.6 IJ reported that OneGeology-Europe is progressing well and has passed the half way point. There are c. 17 nations serving data and some are moving towards providing 1:50,000 scale data, taking OneGeology to a new level of national coverage. This is being driven in Europe by the INSPIRE directive. AM said that the digital national map of New Zealand at 1:250,000 scale is being finalised. SK said that the US maps are provided in partnership with the State Geological Surveys and the scales range from 1:24,000, 1:100,000 to 1:250,000. Some individual US States are now also serving data.
4. Paper on future legal status of OneGeology.
4.1
The paper outlining the proposals for the legal status of OneGeology was discussed. MK reported that the paper had been presented to the EGS (EuroGeoSurveys) board of Directors who agreed to endorse the not-for-profit legal entity proposal set out in the paper. The minutes of the meeting will be available soon.
4.2
GS noted that she personally agrees with the proposal and will take the information to the next regional meeting in February 2010. No problems are foreseen.

4.3
MP reported that the proposal had been discussed with Philippe Rossi and Jean-Paul Cadet of CCGM-CGMW. No problems were foreseen and the proposal was endorsed.
4.4
AM approved the proposal and agreed that OneGeology should move ahead and pursue the legal entity status.

4.5
SK said that the document had been circulated to the Mexican and Canadian representatives and a conference call is scheduled for 3rd December after which, formal confirmation will be provided. As the paper specifies, a ‘firewall’ will be put into place between fund-raising and not-for-profit components, no problem is foreseen.
4.6
It was noted that Dr Kato had emailed stating that the proposal has been considered and accepted.
4.7
IJ said that with this approval in principal, he will go ahead and seek funding and legal advice on association. The resulting detailed proposal based on professional legal advice will then be circulated to the Steering Group for approval. This process is expected to take at least 2-3 months. AM offered supporting legal assistance if needed. Documents will hopefully be prepared in readiness for the next meeting in April 2010. ACTION: IJ
5. Steering Group issues and effectiveness – regional communication and representation
Each member provided an overview of their regional communications as follows; 

5.1
MK reported: on Europe - the communication between the European representative in the 1G SG and the members of OneGeology in Europe runs through the EuroGeoSurvey Executive Committee with prompt reporting and he provides updates and asks for feedback from the ExCom. In addtion to that twice a year, at spring and autumn meetings of the Directors of the European GSO MK presens the members of the EGS with the general status of the 1G and the recent work of the SG. 

5.2
GS reported that communication in the Africa region is difficult and meetings are only held once a year. Email communication is also unreliable in some areas but better communication is being strived for.
5.3
AM reported that a Chief Geologists conference is held once a year, the next meeting is likely to be in May. Email communication is regular and any feedback will be reported when available.

5.4
SK reported that tri-national meetings are held (between the US, Mexico and Canada) in the fall (as part of the GSA conference) and in the spring. OneGeology is a standing agenda item at these meetings. Conference calls are also held at regular intervals including before Steering Group meetings. Internally, SK presents OneGeology at the USGS executive leadership team meetings. 

5.5
Dr Kato had earlier indicated that he was still the best point of contact for OneGeology and that the Secretary General of CCOP would be replaced soon.

5.6
This feedback will now be provided to the OneGeology Operational Management Group. ACTION: KB, IJ
5.7
The issue of South American representation was discussed. It was agreed that IJ would approach contacts in the Spanish Geological Survey, who have strong links with South America, to contact them. GS said she personally knew and had worked with Maria Glicia and Alberto Riccardi and would contact both on behalf of OneGeology.  ACTION: GS, IJ
6. Decision on ESRI offer (re. emails dated 7th October and 16th October 2009).
6.1
Members discussed the offer from ESRI regarding the provision of software for a defined period to OneGeology participants (one grant per country). The offer includes one copy of the ArcGIS system, free maintenance for the first 12 months, and one free virtual training campus. It will not be exclusive and the duration is based on similar offers to other organisations such as UNESCO. All agreed that the ESRI offer should be accepted. IJ will draft a reply to ESRI accepting the offer. ACTION: IJ
7. Report /Update on the special meeting of the science advisers of the Member States at a meeting in UNESCO HQ during the General Conference in October.
7.1
RM sent his apologies and a brief summary for this agenda item (extract 
below). 

Our General Conference took place last month and that Ms Irina Bukova was elected Director-General. She will recruit heads of the substance sectors, including science, over the coming months. “OneGeology” got a good visibility and most of the delegates of our member states took the information sheets (Factsheet and Techsheet).UNESCO representatives could be contacted in the future in case we need to get more cooperation from a given country.
7.2
OneGeology will follow up these contacts. ACTION: KB, RM
7.3
MP said he would be meeting Oleg Petrov of the A P Karpinsky Russian Geological Research Institute (VSEGEI) in January and will speak to him about OneGeology participation. IJ will contact MP to discuss further. ACTION: MP, IJ
7.4
IJ will present OneGeology at the CGMW General Assembly meeting taking place on 15-16 February 2010.  OneGeology is invited to attend. MP will send full details and web link to KB for inclusion on the OneGeology website.
ACTION: MP, KB
8. Next steps
8.1
IJ reported that Tim Duffy and Jean-Jacques Serrano, co-chairs of the Technical Working Group, had recently visited the China Geological Survey and Academy of Geosciences and provided a series of training sessions for their staff. As a result, we hope to see data for China served early in the New Year.

8.2
AM reiterated his offer of help and assistance where possible.
9. Next Steering Group Meeting (New Zealand 15 – 16 April 2010)
9.1
All confirmed their attendance at the next meeting. AM proposed a 2-3 day field trip and will forward more details in due course. ACTION: AM
10. AOB

10.1 MK thanked AM for hosting the meeting and preparing the field trip. All agreed that the teleconference was successful and IJ thanked all members for their support.

-Close of meeting-
K A Booth
8 December 2009
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